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Welcome to SUURJ
Welcome to the third volume of Seattle University’s Undergraduate Research Journal
(SUURJ). As student editors, organizers, advertisers, and fundraisers for SUURJ, we are ecstatic
to finally present the product of our year-long collaboration. Our team has worked with Seattle
University students, faculty, and administrators to bring together a journal that amplifies our
students’ voices and insights beyond the classroom into wider conversations, while providing
both authors and editors with valuable professional experience.
This year’s volume is an exciting amalgamation of student research ranging from international studies, anthropology, literature, communications, psychology, art history, business
ethics, and economics. Each year’s selection is a careful process that seeks to balance disciplinarily and methodologically diverse content with relevant theses that engage broader issues
in interesting ways. The benefit of having an online journal is that we can create a volume
containing research that is relevant to larger discussions happening amongst our global audience. It is not a process we would call easy—we are a small journal, and therefore limited in the
amount of outstanding research we can showcase—but we feel with this year’s essays our goal
was achieved. While SUURJ does not choose annual themes for its volumes, natural patterns
and rhythms will often occur. We noticed that this year, there is a certain emphasis on health
and the body, on the responsibility of institutions to take care of their constituents, and on the
extent to which our cultural artifacts—literature and film most notably—do or do not endorse
feminist practice.
We, and the two teams that have come before us, have had the pleasure of embarking
on this illuminating, sometimes stressful, and genuinely fun practicum with Dr. Molly Clark
Hillard. She met us on our better days with a passion for the SUURJ process, and on days when
academic life left us dazed, she met us with her own sometimes bleary, yet steadfastly determined, eyes. While what Dr. Hillard brought to SUURJ will certainly be missed when she goes
on sabbatical next year, she has organized the journal with a precision that ensures its structural longevity without compromising the individual adaptations of each new team of editors.
In the coming year, we are excited to see the work that Professors Hannah Tracy and Tara Roth
will bring to Volume 4, in light of the journal’s continued expansion. Volume 3 is our biggest
volume to date; we had more submissions, accepted papers, student editors, authors, and faculty content editors than previous years. It is, without a doubt, the drive of inspired community
members that have fueled the need for undergraduate research journals and created, for students across disciplines, an impactful platform. The need for diverse voices is crucial, and it is
our hope to elevate those voices in order to provoke and motivate others. So thank you, reader,
for accompanying us as we SUURJ forward.
All Our Gratitude,
The SUURJ Volume 3 Student Editorial Team
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